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evea though Palmerston claimed that he had not
recognised Louis Napoleon officially. Queen
Victoria had been shocked that her Foreign
Secretary should have ventured in conversation,
even though private, to approve so bloody-
handed a monster, and Lord John Russell, the
Prime Minister had removed Palmerston from
office.
So far from looking upon France as a possible
ally, England believed that France would launch
an invasion against us, and so strongly was the
belief held that the volunteer movement was
formed to repel the hosts of the French, should
Louis Xapoleon attempt to achieve the ambition
of his uncle, Bonaparte, and cross the channel.
To find England fighting side by side with France
in 1854, after preparing to meet a French invasion
only a year earlier, was a strange turn of affairs.
Lord Stratford de RedclifFe, British Ambassador
at Constantinople, was largely responsible for
that alliance. But for him, there might have been
no Crimean War with England, France, and
Turkey (and later Sardinia) ranged against
Russia.
When Turkey refused to admit Russia's claims,
the Tsar Nicholas invaded Turkish territory, but,
after much discussion -with the other powers,
Russia agreed to make new proposals, and
England, France, Prussia, and Austria declared
that Turkey might properly accept the revised
claims. Lord Stratford, however, exercised a
powerful influence in Constantinople and he